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DaVIii FILLCE BIATHEFLaACE
Eetneny, Weyns County, Penus,ylvacnio.

Tre Lavid %ilmwot Birtnonlazce, now known as the Sutton
Place, 1s located in tne Borougn of FBethany, which was
formerly the county seat of Wayne County, but more than
elghty yesrs ap0, 211 that locel glory pzssed Lo Honesdele
ihree miles to the south.

%ilmot came of stock originally British, but (on both
sides of the family) of long transvlantation to americsn
zoil. For five generatiocons, the Wilmots had lived in

Connecticut, but Zavid'ls father, Randell,apmnarently, felt
somebtrning of the vestward urse, for he woved into Sulliwven

County, oand must nave moved on agein, ver, scon; for, when

Tavid was bvorn, Januwry 20, 18L4, they were living in the
newly Tounded county seat of Weyne County--—=-- the little
town of Bethany.

It ig not definitely known exactly under what roof
David was born., His Iather bought and sold various mnieces
of sroperty in Bethany, one as early as L8814, 11 is gen—

erally and locally attributed, however, to the Sutton Flace

Certainly, it was not the mansion to which some nersons,
locully, atirisute the honor, for Randall #ilmot did not
buy the lot on which that hcouse stands until 1827, when
Lavid wes tanirteen years old, and ke builv the residence
(and & svore, since removed) betveen 1827 anc 1€32. The
mansion was David's toyhkocoe home, but nos his cradle.

Ibne problem of schooling weas not as alfflcult we
night nave been exmected; and thne early schooling of vavig
w“g looged after ver, cnergeticallv. ine priwmitive system
of scnooling had been supersedsd Ly the Tcunding of Beech
Woods Academy in 18l3, but it was not comnleted asr resady
for service until 1820, just’ in time for Davidls first
lessons. Thne education received here wss extended ot Coy-
uga bLake acacemy, aAurora, Hew York., &t eighteen, Lavid
left school, and in 1832, he entered the law office of
George YW, Woodward, at Wilkes-B8zrre, Pesnsylvaunia.
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Lavid wilmot Birtkolace, HaBs ra. 225
Bethany, fennsjyivenia, Fag

a part of young @ilmot'ts experience in the ¥ilkes-RBarre
law office is thus describved: Hauthorities had been placed
in nis hands for him to read end siudy. »but, ne seemed to
resd very livile, sud wes sunarently listless. He dre sed
withniout tes and nils suvesrance was very gorelsss," He was
sdmitted to cne bar ian aunpust,izis, Iz Sentember, lS}h,
scerreely 2 zonth gfter his sadmiecicn in Wilkes-Barre, he

weg =dxittel teo nraciise in trhe seversl courts of Bradferd
County, Penasylvania, snd =wroceeded to rans ocuvt his shingle
in tre 1ittie town of Towznda.

I

karly in 1841, he had his First taste of -utlic office,
heon his =zssoclate in the -oliticel leaderskic of the county,
Yietor 2, 2icllet, arde nim his assisftant in the superinten-
dency of tre Ticga line of the Nortn EBranch Cinal. The
closins months of 1841 .found him actively interested in all
the nolitical sctivities of nis zounty.

In February, 1342, dilnot was urges to ssexX <ite nowmina-
tion to ¢oz ress. In Sevptomber, 1844, the nomination was
made, 2nd it susned the urologwue to & shift in the drama of
Lavia Hilmotte life----z snift, whnieh wasz to Lift ninm from
locel 1o natilonal orowinence, sud estzdlish im as a perma-
nent Iigure ia tac rilsvory of the Unlteo States.

Filmot 41d not wecome regsllily fTeamows until the years
ls@;-l%bb wnen, e wag notec as & lawyer, & statesman, a
memver of Coagresc &nd e nstiionel fisure, bYecause oi the Pro-
viso, whick caused such blitter debute. It wase during a re-
cess meriod of the House, durin the discussisn of the two
million ©ill thnat Wilmot, in kis albaay address,{delivered
e few months sfterward) stated, that ne counceived ané de-
clerecd the survosc of wovin, Yan amendment 1o toe erisct
that slavery shouwld be excluded'from ary territory accualrea.
by virtaue of such an &pprovria vt ion. M r. $ilmot gzave his
views on the President's recuest whnich was for §2,000,000.00
and concluded by ¢ffering trne ameandment, xhicb aftervards,
becane world famous se the "Wilmot Proviso', in the follow-
ing words: "Providecd, Thet as an exnress and fundemental

cndition to the accouisition of any territery from the Reoub-
11c of Mexico, by the United Btates, by virtae of any treaty:
which may Ye negotlated between them, snd t¢ the use Ly the
“xecutiver of the wmoneys herein anwropristed, nelither slavery
nor involuntery servitude snsll ever exist in any rart of
sald territory, excest for crime, whereof the vnerty shell
first be duly convicted, "




Pavid ¥ilmot Birthplace,
Bethany, Psnnsylvania,

Until 1924, when a great booXx was written about upavid
Filmot, himeelf, litile was generally known of the great
cdvocate of the wilmot Frovisgso---—==~-—= 0of toe wart pe taox
in organizing fhe Switizsonlisn lastipute, anl susiorting tac
establisnment of troe ‘LDJEQ.%TJ bJ?Lem; 0f wis lone stand
in the Feansylvanlse celegetion ix si tos low tarlis
of 1845 and his eerly cdavaocecy of ziveght tex; oif pls rally
pf nile steite oy Van Buren and fTbE soil in 1848; of wui
lesbGershis 1o grgenizing the Rewublican nariy iLhere; :1
suthorsnip of trne rirst depuullchn ugtlonal zletform in
1850 and nic aear approacu to toe vice-jsresidency witn Fre-
monty oi nis SabrifiCé cuampalan for tie goveraorsnip of
Pennsylvealia in 15)7 to cement sad serpetuste the new Heopud-
licen wmovement; of nils powerful influence 1n securia. the
nomination of Lincoln in 1860; 0f nis dinvitation to snier
Lincoln's Cabinet in 3801; of his service in the Senate

from 1861 to 18563% or ris distinguished record a&s Judge in
the first United States Court of Claims, frow 1863 to 1864,
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. There was scarcely an imvortant event in tine develop-
ment of Americen histery., during the critical reriocd from
1845 to 185%, into which ¥ilmot's merscuslity andéd influence
did not enter in immortant mesassure.,

The David %Hilvot home was bousht in 186C by Mortimore
Tdward Lavo. He was & soldler in tre Civil ¥War, and died
only four years azo, at the age of ninety-four. He lived
there for sixty-seven years, and when he died, he willed
the 0ld noms to his deugnter, krs. augusts Lave Sutitoxn, whoo
rnow cccunies it with her iwe chilcren. The Lkouse was built
in 1814, Ty Jobhn Guetin.

There have been very few coanpes made in the
avwvesarancs of the nouse,excent, that in 1304, r.
placed a cornice on tae roci of the heouse. It has stone
foundations, s gabled roof, apnd 1s covered with wood siding.
The main vart of tae building is two and cne-~half stories
‘high, ané the wing, one and oneé-half siorles. 1The arcnitec-
ture is Colonizl.

_ Inere is & fairly large hall, on the first floor, with
the parloxr leadiag ofl to tne right, with what is now used
as lhe kKitcnen, vteyoad this. Tals kKitchen wee originally
tihe dining room. TFhere is a small storage rooa and a vane
try lesdin, frowm the aitchen. Un ithe left of the hall 1s




Levid Wilmot birthnleace HaBS kg, 225,
Fetnsay, Fenonsylvenic, Fage Y,

trne living rocwm, eaa lesding frow the living voom is & small
vedroom, and & storsge rocm. fShere is & Colonial stairway,
leading to tne second flecocr, whevre there are five bedrooms,
Cne of these Bedrogms is situwated in itne wing of the house,
gnd can ve reszched only from . the Tirst floor,

fhe kitecnen wgo formerly i ine tasement, wherse ihe

round brick nada is ¢vill o te seen, beslde the Tire-
nlece whieh 1s n¢w clored., Cunl; 2 wortion of the mantel 18
segn, There =zre seversl of Ithe small, originel cuwtioards
witn their wocden latcrhes, Cag ol trnege 1s under uvre sialrs,
end one wewide tie Ulireovlace. e, 060G the obmsement xitcunen

ig tne lsree fruit ecloszet, and & santry, THese 1rgOoms are
pavee with tae originul flag stones. Tre besms, as seen 1n
tne Dasement xitehen, are 1 foot thnick and sre nand nmewn. A
post susnort is nine inenss in dilametsr. 1Qhere 1s anotaer

cellar on tne left side of the nouse, which has been closed.,

fnere wsre four firewliaces; one in tue basement kitchen,
one 1n the original dining room, a¢ in whe purlor, sna one
in the frownut ovedrocm, val ithese n:ve Dezsu closec. Uhere isg
slse = mantel in the sitiing room. fihe largest of these
firenlaces is iun the dining room. all of tne maniels are
very wplalan; the one in tuoe parlor nas lonic pilasters., &1l
of the woodwork is origzinel. There are chair rails in =811
ocult one room 0L Lfe nocuse, lnere are many windows, zll with
small ligonts., flocers are origsinsl, ash. '

Thnere were originalliy tvwo eniranccs &bt trne front of the
house, one on ®itcer side, but one has beer rewoved, and the
rexaining one is & tynical Colonizl enirance of gzood design.

ihis home 1s, 2s far s it 4i: cvossiible to asscertain, one
nf the most nistoricelly imporvant in this vicinity,.

Kigtoric lMaterial obtained from: Mre, Augusts Lzve Sutton.
"Pavid ¥ilmot, Free Soiler® by Charles Buxton Going. Preface,
Page 17,18. 4lso, Pagew 1,2,5,0,7,8.29%,36,96,
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